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Trivia
did you know that ...

Evergreens (from the Old English word aefie meaning 
“always” and gowan meaning “to grow”) have been 
symbols of eternal life and rebirth since ancient times. 

The word “champagne” is named after a province in 
France, meaning “open country.” Due to the Protected 
Designation of Origin (PDO) law in Europe, sparkling 
wine made outside the Champagne region of France can 
no longer be called “champagne.”

Mars lacks an ozone layer; therefore, the surface of Mars 
is bathed in a lethal dose of radiation every time the sun 
rises.

On Capitoline Hill (one of the Seven Hills of Rome) at 
noon on April 21 every year, a special bell called Patarina 
rings to celebrate the founding of Rome.

In France, a glass pyramid stands outside the famous 
Louvre museum as a tribute to the ancient Egyptians and 
their amazing world.

In ancient Egypt, the sun god Ra was the dominant figure 
among the high gods. He achieved the highest status 
because he was believed to have created himself and eight 
other gods.

Ice cubes in beverage advertisements are typically made 
of acrylic so they won’t melt under hot photography lights 
or move around. Bubbles are made by adding detergent, 
and water is added so light will filter through better.

Harvard receives the largest financial endowments of any 
institution in the world at $26 billion.

Tectonic plates move less than 3 inches (17 cm) per 
year. However, a tectonic plate movement of just 20 cm 
is enough to set off a major earthquake, such as the 6.9 
Kobe earthquake in 1995.

(http://www.facts.randomhistory.com/)
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On the
Lighter Side

www.dixonvalve.com (http://www.history.com)

Dates in
History

Doctor: Well, I have good news and bad news.
Patient: Go with the good news first. 
Doctor: You have 24 hours to live. 
Patient: What?! How about the bad news? 
Doctor: I forgot to call you yesterday.

Just after the maid had been fired, she took five bucks 
from her purse and threw it to Fido, the family dog. 
When asked why by her former employer, she answered, 
"I never forget a friend. This was for helping me clean the 
dishes all the time!"

"The car won't start," said a wife to her husband. "I think 
there's water in the carburetor."
"How do you know?" said the husband scornfully. "You 
don't even know what the carburetor is."
"I'm telling you," repeated the wife, "I'm sure there's 
water in the carburetor."
"We'll see," mocked the husband. "Let me check it out. 
Where's the car?"
"In the swimming pool."

A man hasn't been feeling well, so he goes to his doctor 
for a complete checkup. 
Afterward the doctor comes out with the results. 
"I'm afraid I have some very bad news," the doctor says. 
"You're dying, and you don't have much time left." 
"Oh, that's terrible!" says the man. "How long have I 
got?" 
"Ten," the doctor says sadly. 
"Ten?" the man asks. "Ten what? Months? Weeks? 
What?!" 
"Nine..."

1901 On December 10th, the first Nobel Prizes 
were awarded in Stockholm, Sweden, in 
the fields of physics, chemistry, medicine, 
literature, and peace. The ceremony came 
on the fifth anniversary of the death of Alfred 
Nobel, the Swedish inventor of dynamite 
and other high explosives. In his will, Nobel 
directed that the bulk of his vast fortune be 
placed in a fund in which the interest would 
be "annually distributed in the form of prizes 
to those who, during the preceding year, 
shall have conferred the greatest benefit on 
mankind." 

1775 On December 8th, Colonel Benedict Arnold 
and General Richard Montgomery lead an 
American force in the siege of Quebec. The 
Americans hoped to capture the British-
occupied city and with it win support for the 
American cause in Canada.

(http://www.coolfunnyjokes.com)

1824 On December 1st, as no presidential 
candidate had received a majority of 
the total electoral votes in the election 
of 1824, Congress decided to turn over 
the presidential election to the House of 
Representatives, as dictated by the 12th 
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.  The 
House elected John Quincy Adams.

Company
News
Dixon announces a new 2012 price list effective 
January 1, 2012. The new catalog will be mailed to 
distributors in November 2011 and we are proud to once 
again expand our product offering. We anticipate these 
product additions will result in increased sales for you in 
2012.

New products will be launched in the following product 
categories: 
•  air fittings
•  shank / water fittings
•  brass fittings
•  clamps
•  sanitary fittings
•  fire equipment
•  valves
•  pipe and welding

Visit dixonvalve.com to order your copy of the 2012 
Dixon Price List. Dixon: The Right Connection for 
quality, service and innovation.

New Dixon Price List

Literature Download Form
Scan me with your smart phone. No reader? Download a 

free QR-Code 2D barcode reader at  
mobile-barcodes.com/qr-code-software/.

Brass Fittings
short shank fittings

Air Fittings
general purpose digital gauge

Shank / Water Fittings
heavy duty Agri-Lock style (type A) fittings

1940 On December 8th, the Chicago Bears 
trounced the Washington Redskins in 
the National Football League (NFL) 
Championship by a score of 73-0, the largest 
margin of defeat in NFL history.

1921 On December 6th, the Irish Free State, 
comprising four-fifths of Ireland, was 
declared, ending a five-year Irish struggle 
for independence from Britain. Like other 
autonomous nations of the former British 
Empire, Ireland was to remain part of the 
British Commonwealth, symbolically subject 
to the king. The Irish Free State later severed 
ties with Britain and was renamed Eire, and is 
now called the Republic of Ireland.


